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THE ADOPTED DAUGHTER

k
A Wontcrn Yntloy with ni rxiiutlfiil rlvor IIn

tim mlelello of It In tho opmilnir BOO no of my
story A few hundred ynreU from tim bank ot
tho etmnrn Hindi n grovo of Miitnly trees IIn
tho contra of which a brick cotlntio had boon
erected

Tho hoiifto wiMftMorynntt n tmlf lilcli with
dormer windows In the roof end n small bal-
cony between tlicin

In tho roar of tho hoiiso beyond tim prr
olnetll of the irroM wits iilarco itarJen nml n
thrifty orchard The roucli furni btilhlltiK
worn boyond thono ncnr tim lilllH niid ono or
them wni built iwilnst tho rocky nml jmw
lido of tho most precipitous RIOII tlioin
Why it IIlrlnul might have n It Wil

J kept IIIIoil with tiny which Wil nioro or lo-
1danmifod by tim wator Unit Uilp od from thu

t damp walls
Tho queMtlon unit boon kpd moro tlmjioiieo
nd replied to by tho 01111 or the placo with 11Indlrforont oliriiK-

OhlI It lla my fancy to lcci It thcrr nntt-
hnvo

t
tho roimtiitlon of bolnx an eccentric man

you know AH tho tiny IH tuod I Is unrlnkluc
with salt anti ciittlo like It

4tH Mr Oration wim known to bo what In
Kentucky IIscnlloJ mi oiMltyMhot I t I oxplmia
lion win usuallyI accuptuil with u Hinllo nml I-
Kfurlhorcomnifitwnsiiindoon his fancy to keep
hit hay in n damp place

To no Otto MiU ho moro of on enigma than It
k his own wife tliotiuh ho loved tier and tIny

had lived tnuotliur In harmony for more titan
twenty years Huwn u titan who IOMM naturi
In nil hor varylntr moods unit as lie iraztd on
tho uorccout BuiiMjt hIs lips rvlaxud Into n

sOlo and for it tow brlnf nionionls lie forgot
orrn which had brought him from the

Hold In which ho hail buon slorlntolllnl the
labors of tho nugrooa CDIloot> upon

lilt tholhls 010 ruealctlo tho present by-

a touch upon his arm 1 that was al-

ways sweet to him NDoko cloao busldo him
low absorbed you must be GeorgeI 11mvc

twlco to you nnt jou did not heed me
till I touched you not totters como I

P saw Pamper rIdIng ncross tho Hold and Lora
declared that hu had a packnito of papers In his
hand Wa there a letter among thorn for hor

f Slio IU nt not hoarlni for BO long fromAmloulF her
Tho person who thus opoko ww n hnndsomo

3 woman of 40 with bloolh11 face bright eyes
and most olIlng expression woman
to whoso face no moan or hard expression ovor
camo because she was true unit strong to the

1 core of her h ait and full of alt tuutle wo
lunnlv sympathies

4 Hho WIIM dimply but bocominRly dressed andj woio a rou In tier dark tros801boeau90 her
w husband loved to see Iwlso Ulorod
R Uraftou turned I Ilutonmo back to

tub lower world with ni 111 worries
and a cloud Illtted his faco n drew tho
arm of h1n wife within hil und niOMM
slowly In the illrectlou of hotlso Ho brlclly
said

I have no totter for Lora butbut Jlr Ford
will bo hero tonight After mill tho o > ho

tt in oomllilo Ilull his dauchlor timid latier
duel Isnt It both to you

and to liar lie might hu > o wrlttuii to pmpure-

Ho
I I thiltik

hlt told the unwolcomo news abruptly
but ho know the woman ho wn Ink

4l 111to and knew that UHpciio to tier would be
4

jio to boar titan tho plain truth told without
circumlocution4 Mrs Ontfton llushod deeply tho usual 8111of emotion with tier and her eyes

Vv through 8udt1 tears Kuu said In II iias-
Bloiirtto

v e Stippow ioin refuses to co with tier father
Whut rluhtI his ho to como IilthnrI IIn tbliI ab-
rupt

¬ss4 manner bar hurmuiyfrom u Him
ismrprotoKiV Ho KAVD her tn mo when slid
was but a bali und 1 have done II1thurlIpart by tier For cars Im tins
onlvwrItliiK nwiisluiinlly to you on bit iiitss
and IliiPlduntiilly Iliiiitilrlni howsho wits get I mig
on S baton 1111 111 put It In his toad tiwant tier 10W going to bo mnirlod
aealnMy dear 01 talk no fast and ask po many
Questions that am piisilod tu know which to
answer unit IIff Font wnnls his dmiKliiur HID

i inustuo with him but I liii thy think ho would
care to claim her If ho Is about to now
mistress in his lions I do not Ilbtlln ollparting front Lora m > ilf but by what right

t can wo withhold her front tier fattier wholc tier 10-olnlms
iJy tlui might of lovo of euro such as few

parents uhiiihnlrchlldion for tho last four ¬

teen years was tho rapid reply 101 winscarcely four yitr4 old whon slit flu
and Sir Ford distinctly united Iha In nil prob-
ability

¬

ho hhould tie vii r bi I I to
claim hOI a aln HoI I Kao tier lollul
Is moro tot ito tliiin hln nndnnd It lIh hlmplyi

Bhamoful to put forward nclaim to tier how
t 3y IMUi ho guivo you noletalpoworoNur

tho hBo IHn onlyI allowed you to tttiku allI I t lit
trout of lur oil his hand vhlloI SIte would

c hao been a bunion to hllI Now that you bnvii
ItriiinodI tier IInto I ui andlowibln hiimiin
bttlni callable too of iimklnn hornolf Useful ttn
others loidI i trot to his own solllsli nutuiot
swoops down upon Uh mil says ilvoI mo my

i own I claim IIIM tutu w ill liiivii tier innt may as tvlI surniiil at onw JiilmforMtxph4 ontordnojoryit1 fallDdtodinhat1 ho said ho
would and ho has iloclared his Intention tO

ii take loiu away with him tomoirow-
Toiiiorrowl repented Mrs iirnlton almost

In nn npuallodtonu SOHDOII as that wIth no
preparation no thoughtt for what wo must suf ¬
for Ocnrlollhlllt I It an outrike for himI In
piopo Iuh I Ihll1 mind yotiyotu are readyiumoly 81lmitI it Iknowthro II iMmp nuystorloum between you and 1nul

lich 1 have noMir boon utile to fathom that
homo Inlliionco olr you that ihe of i-ipainful iuit lure fur you utvLIspi after bearing front tutu hat Is it IlhIP1I

his lie now uttterutilitud sohuddeully to tuku hi-
stlllhlorc iifliua e

Impulsively to her husband 81111tt thus < unit SiUI hid lili taco with eyes
teemed blr Iinto Ills cry ht nit A colil
dew broke Ms brow nml Ills lips grew
almost lit Id under his honvy minnttacliobutliuu-
mniiEoil to wiy almost briD utel y

lint noiisuiiM you tnlk JInllii FordAlIfancy to make the ucjiunlntnixM child
S coma have 11lhlll to do with his uffalrH and

milo 1 nuly imaiis to take Inri
1 tour and lullrlllwr Lark to ns auiilu

lorlnl1 ho roil to accompany1110ho thus I shall object to bolnir lefthero uulomie utwii lIe

Al tiiiro3slon of sorrowful IncredulIty emmi the IIIPH of Mr llratton amid she llttod tierhunt from Ills arm
You mo ouulinii my iiio tlon Ooor o Inaked you what tthorn is Uitwccn you midI tills

13111111 fluidI > ou tell mo In Iulil that I

rrll lnniollllrllllh 111111 Inlt tur al 111 but toll
2 mo now I conjuio you lo wulldti
t for I feel that Ils tr sl nim nnin to j out 1011I

should 1101 ueret lie that o lsII betweenj you until lVnl You dn lot to thwai t
him InI nny way jot hn cnn no IlnlllOIOIover I moan IIn tour position

Umoli Ilnollllmlolllu n fW moment nnd
thollnll wlhI t ITIrt

W30 I I secret us Julln It Is
ono can ito you no uood to know 1orthat titans Power over mo hits boen the 1111
throulllool Into the WOor of niylifo 1 nm

I otnipu from I Yt s I tihall lierc tree roni hil Irolllhl Our compatt1001ful
Illlijtl and 101 to auk mn Its nature or
tpdomnmlwliylt mail Tlmt lIh IIlm onothing you w III never ienrn front me It Is Lot

for you my dtnr loe that It shall bo no-
thorn jitrnoraneo tiHbllHstis folly to ta wlsn

1 ttuii poet snys Jlearkiii to his wisdom alit4l stlllt your womans curiosity where It niluhtbe daiiknrous to IIndtilKO It
Ihp tliaHtly atlcmpt at pln > fulness with

which lie uuttcrtd tho last words tonchnd unit
Blanni1 kIN wife lucre than his pictlous ontoI ner hail tone she earnestly sail If I weie only
mOIIIIi curiosity I should 1isplbo niysolf I

to bo tnken Into your eonlldiiifu In
a matter which Is vital to mo as to you phIl

I It IIIDMS un dofply Oh my husband I

me Ithe wholu truth that wo may tnk coiinstltogether as man amid wlfo tthoulil Have tilt1 twenty years olllllhlllloIIIl me to
conIUhnen IhJ
and I iluniand It ns suchI loor

I Julia said Ornfton with serious Impre-
ssltjiiesj l when I you I vowed to my
self to try to larlot nippy Io1 you think that I could hate done Olalt lund
burdened YOI with the bu lnesn annntniucsK that camo mo 1 I have hail muuy struggles IUIImy trials but I kept thorn fiom you nj for asr nras possible nnd thus the atmoMphoin of our
liotuiu bus boon ki pt free from the potty won Ics
that must ever asiMll u man II his relations

7 with tho outtlde world Al 8te hut Font

i jnd mhol that cluiptor my life U tout to
be and when that U time it slmll ho
luitlod forever by mo Never again bei reopened Imitt of all to you Bhlll

Then there Is 101lJthlnl rooordod In Iwhich you dnro not tho light of dayi said hu wife In blllltid tones Oh fleorsolI

If you had beun hss reticent me II should hnvo hO1 A far hnpii 10nrt I hate
known for > that some cloud lonored ovor
you I hlI wntchjtil you lu your moody ilitts
und felt powerless 1 nm to tomfort you an
loDitaiuiitliueonlldeiuei Is withheld front meII bavmatin n pnneoful homo for you but ofyears I have hnd A VBRIIU feeling thnt we

b are llvlnif ou tint edo of 1 proclplcu cotorod
u with flowers over which wo may bo thrown nt

1 any moment of our lives
l Walton cast an alarmed alnnN her anti

be evidently shrank sway frol side In
hoar tones he IlIktHa it >n so Julia 7 When Ithought I was taklne thn best means to Iinsure

z Tour tranuulUlty i have actl for tho best

t

6

My Judgment polntod out to mo tho only tunthat was pMslblo to me and I II 1

WIAhOt to ihleld you tmmavllyst
tradedlt have sufforud while lOUou

you hut It IB all past antI itoncnow my dear wire I hnvo pail tho prico ex-
acted of mo fern fault committed In my youth
nfl henceforth tim sky is clear abovo us tint
oar III firm under our root A few moro
and I situili ho free from tho bondage hOlrt
admit hUB bonito lioavlly upon mo of Into
yiiim1

Thank heaven for that assurance I

breathed tho wife In tremulous tones I must
try to satisfy myself with It sluice 01 will ulvo
mono fuu her Otlhullol Hut Oooiinj-
Htpplnn

I

Ford I bait man I actor
ttrustod hllII imvtr IlikedI himInI I tthose old
U1 wh41 lflu4t made out house his homo< you have so roliicluntly udmlttid-

onlrconllrmsI Itho old IImpnNxlon Vet tot
ItO Is tho father of my ilarllnit girl und ho Is

foreMr
poinliiKI litter to tear IIr front mo perhaps

Att this rcforonco tolhilrI nIII1l uhimuiglu br A
curlnus chimp cinm oir of Irnlton
IIllsI bronxod chciks blniubrd I Middenlv and an-
exprcfslon of liar unit uvirsnn ruiuu Into his
1 I Ho turned away hIs houd und coldly
nlliins my oppioisor lit t liii lather of tIto clrl

YOI have so lilulrr chorlslmd IUnit it will bo
on tint Ii of you to bo to lutrlil cit now Hut

IIIt willI Iii be t to ulio htr up nt once ant fur
Mir Julln 1 lilly tolitatcd Ilm lr of
Stephen Kuril tlaiiuhtir beneath my roof I
hateilniiuiill 11111 till Ipmsllilti tnwaril training
herns be wHittl Ill It MIN a part of the mince
itxnt 1101 Init I nut lnuil the girl I
olhl 101 kilos 111 I hl elm l Hut 101 IKIMI

mail nay lack or onlorlllIndtMl IlI Ibu ii 111101a-
lnist jenliiu t4MA iJi itlun jou nniliruit for
htr In uttrt feJt Kii i

Mis liiitnTS B i fully rtpllptl-
II had Iin iit E tier fir jour coldness

flntiiuti I IIIIM BV maitelletl that H little
ollnulnu Hllertliiiinui tlilll Midi us Lorn was
wlitii Him caiiiu IIn ti ciiiiltl tutor make tier
way loyinr litart lniiMuiledI It iiKaliiht tier
Infant IIIIII liiiiniH ill as situ trow older

look great pains with nor educn
I notcr hetined Ito thaw toward herIUIjUIpour child lottH nu> nliiiost reveres
> ou as the bent of 111A harch laugh from Ornftons lips

llovereh mo tlocs nbc I wonder how 1011that lenlInK II laxt when slut buntsnave Ilkllsl lie pnUHctl suddenly nml
ruroturliiK hlnibclf he

went on In less tjnlenll tones 1 havo done the
bosl I could for Loin hut slit his no cause of
uratltude to me Huns all under com-
pulsion

¬

aunt toil knows that one of liar nocnm
pHhhiiioiits tutu Itmpnrted tn hor under protest
my onllrt icbcllod nutilnst II but tlio slate

hil musttir amid 1 did what I was
commanded do

Ills wile listened to him In wonder and some
fear Kliu rullurctWhat moan Oeoreo You hnvo
taught her to dinw skilfully and to oncrnvo on
wood quite an woll you could do It yourself
Is thai what 01 And why should you
do o-

Wlh a Midden change In his manner ho
replied

Itborodmoto have to Instruct her myself
that Is nil Ucstdcs of what tiso Is tvootl on
Kfuvlniton young girif liar fattier has solon
absurd crotchet tlnu she may bo nblo to get her
living by it If any misfortune happens to him
No cutnuco of that though Ford knows how
to take euro ot numlwr ono too well Ho Is
rich rich beyond your dreams mid hn ndtls
Immensely to tits hoards every year Lora will
bo ntrent holrolyoR n great heiress

A quiver scorn ran throuun tint last words
nnd thin tInt bitter laugh which hud before
blurtUd his wife burst from his lips

SIte looked ut hint with dllntlnir oyrl nnd
halfparted Ilips taut nho did not thny
worn close to the cotlnco Then she hurriedly
said
n YOI nro nn enigma to mo this evonlns

For twenty years 1 hnvo striven to
understand you but I Und you nn morn In
eomprohomdblo to mo than over I lovo you
I trust you hit if evil comes to my dm ling
tthrouuh ulitym you havo done I Jlli not
kin how to forgive you

Evil to the datikliterof A millionaire ant
throuch mel Tush I JulIa what nonsense you
mo I would onto tlm clilI fiom
liiirni If I could Tho above wo publish usni
specimen chapter hut tho COIllUltOI of tthis
story still boi found only York
IIIor Ask for tho nuiuibordtitod March 21
which can now IIK had nt iinv mucus oilbcu or
booktttoie If IOU ant not within roncn of A
ntiws clUe you can have Ithe Utlcor mailed to
you for otto year by hcmllmrI tthroe dollars to
olwrt hiouu her publisher 1HO William St
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